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Federal Support Staff 
The Departments of Health and Human Services (HHS) and Agriculture (USDA) are responsible for 

updating the Dietary Guidelines for Americans every 5 years. As part of this process, the Departments 

appoint an external Federal Advisory Committee to review the current body of nutrition science. HHS and 

USDA provided support to the Committee throughout its tenure. Federal staff support included assisting 

the Committee during its review of evidence, coordinating meetings, documenting decisions, and 

supporting transparency via regular updates to DietaryGuidelines.gov and NESR.usda.gov and 

corresponding list serv communications. The protocols, findings, conclusion statements, integration, and 

advice to the Departments contained in this report are the independent work of the Committee.  

Within HHS, the Office of Disease Prevention and Health Promotion (ODPHP) in the Office of the 

Assistant Secretary for Health (OASH), and within USDA, the Center for Nutrition Policy and Promotion 

(CNPP) within Food and Nutrition Service (FNS), Food, Nutrition, and Consumer Services (FNCS) are the 

lead agencies that supported the 2025 Dietary Guidelines Advisory Committee. Staff listed below are from 

these respective agencies, unless otherwise noted.  

Designated Federal Officers 
HHS 

Janet de Jesus, MS, RD 

Designated Federal Officer (DFO)  

USDA  

Eve Stoody, PhD 

DFO Representative  

 

Agency Leadership 
HHS  

Paul Reed, MD  

Rear Admiral, U.S. Public Health Service  

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Health, Director 

Office of Disease Prevention and Health Promotion 

 

Katrina Piercy, PhD, RD, FACSM  

Commander, U.S. Public Health Service  

Director, Division of Prevention Science  

Office of Disease Prevention and Health Promotion 

 

 

USDA  

Jackie Haven, MS, RD  

(Through March 2024)  

Deputy Administrator  

Center for Nutrition Policy and Promotion  

Food and Nutrition Service  

 

Kelley Scanlon, PhD, RD  

Acting Deputy Administrator  

Center for Nutrition Policy and Promotion  

Food and Nutrition Service  
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HHS and USDA Federal Liaisons  
HHS  

Dennis Anderson-Villaluz, MBA, RD, LDN, FAND 

 

Kara Beckman, PhD 

  

Jessica Bluto, MS, RDN, LD, CDCES, CSOWM  

(Detail, Indian Health Service – through November 

2023)  

 

Carolyn Chung, PhD  

(Detail, Food and Drug Administration – through 

May 2023)  

 

Dana DeSilva, PhD, RD  

 

Sarah Karp, MNSP, RD, LDN  

 

Emily Levin, MPH, RDN  

 

LCDR Joe Rorabaugh-Irwin, MS, RD, LD, CDCES  

(Detail, Indian Health Service – through May 2023) 

 

USDA  

Elizabeth Rahavi, RD  

 

Meghan Adler, MS, RDN  

 

Jean Altman, MS  

(Through July 2023)  

 

Rachel Inman, MS, RD 

(Presidential Management Fellow – beginning 

August 2024) 

 

Tessa Lasswell, MPH, RD  

 

Chinwe Obudulu, MS, RD 

 

Julia Quam, MSPH, RDN  
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Data Analysis Team  
HHS  

Dana DeSilva, PhD, RD  

Project Co-Lead  

 

Kara Beckman, PhD 

 

Sarah Karp, MNSP, RD, LDN  

 

LDCR Joe Rorabaugh-Irwin, MS, RD, LD, CDCES 

(Detail, Indian Health Service – through May 2023) 
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Hazel Hiza, PhD  
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Kelley Scanlon, PhD, RD  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
aContractor, Panum Telecom, LLC. Under contract with the Food and Nutrition Service, United States 
Department of Agriculture. Panum, LLC is a wholly owned subsidiary of Aretum  
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Nutrition Evidence Systematic Review Team  
USDA  

Julie Obbagy, PhD, RD  

Project Lead  

 

Charlotte Bahnfleth, PhD  

 

Betsy Becker, PhDa 

 

Emily H. Callahan, MS  

 

Natasha Chong Cole, PhD, MPH, RD 

 

Laural Kelly English, PhD 

 

Amanda Fultz, PhD, RDN, LDN 

 

Molly Higgins, MLIS 

 

Shue Huang, PhDa 

 

Julia H. Kim, PhD, MPH, RD 

 

Brittany Kingshipp, PhD  

 

Megan Lawless, PhDa 

 

Jielin Ming, PhDa 

 

Shabnam Momim, PhDa 

 

Julie Nevins, PhD 

 

Sara Pritschet, MS, RDa 

 

 
aContractor, Panum Telecom, LLC. Under contract with the Food and Nutrition Service, United States 
Department of Agriculture. Panum, LLC is a wholly owned subsidiary of Aretum  
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(Through September 2023)  
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HHS 
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National Institutes of Health, National Library 

of Medicine  

 

Nancy Terry, MLIS 

National Institutes of Health, National Library 

of Medicine 
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Food Pattern Modeling Team  
USDA 

TusaRebecca Pannucci, PhD, MPH, RD  

Project Lead  

 

Meghan Adler, MS, RDN  

 

Kevin Kuczynski, MS, RD 

 

Emily Madan, PhDa 

(Through June 2023)  

 

Verena McClain, MSca 

 

Sara Pritschet, MS, RDa 

 

Leigh Ann Richardson, PhD, MPHa  

 

Kelley Scanlon, PhD, RD  

 

 

Additional Staff Support  
HHS 

Holly McPeak, MS 

(Through December 2023) 

USDA 

Stephenie Fu  

 

Communications  
HHS  

Jennifer Bishop, ScD, MPH  

 

Joellen Leavelle  

 

Ted McCarthy 

USDA  

Sasha Chamberlain, MS, RDN  

 

Jessica Larson, MS, RD  

 

Jairea McClamb  

 

Science Writer  
Emily A. Callahan, MPH, RDNb 

EAC Health and Nutrition, LLC 

 

 

 
aContractor, Panum Telecom, LLC. Under contract with the Food and Nutrition Service, United States 
Department of Agriculture. Panum, LLC is a wholly owned subsidiary of Aretum  

 
bUnder contract with the National Institutes of Health 


